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Armies of Compassion Chapter: #5 

Edna Martin Christian Center  

 

 
The Edna Martin Christian Center (EMCC) 
serves low income families that reside in the 

Martindale/Brightwood neighborhood and surrounding  
communities of near north east side of Indianapolis.  EMCC ser-
vices include , rent and utility assistance, food pantry, senior programming, after 
school and summer programs for youth as well as family self-sufficiency programs 
called (STEPS) 
 
According to the executive director the demand for last year increased from 1,697 in 
2008 to 2,354 through November 30, 2009. With regard to youth programming, 
EMCC has grown each program exponentially. Summer programming grew from 75 
students in 2008 to 115 in 2009, prompting the center to create a satellite site as they 
exceeded building capacity. The after-school programming has more than doubled, 
and is ADA consistent. In 2008, the center averaged 45 students in grades K-8 on a 
regular basis. As of December 2, 2009, the center serves 92 youth in 13 schools during 
after school programming with an average daily attendance of 78 students in grades  
K-8. 

 
In response to this increase the center has partnered with a  
number of agencies to provide coordinated, targeted programs 
that  are designed to increase skill sets and make students  
competitive. These programs include but are not limited to , 
Supplemental Education Services (after school tutoring), art and 
performing arts, applied science and botanical science.  
Importantly, EMCC has solidified relationships with schools and 
partnering agencies to share and provide concrete data to better 
determine program effectiveness. 
 
In terms of social service supports, the Center has increased  
funding, programming and capacity to provide both emergency 
assistance and a means for families to become self sufficient. 
Specifically; EMCC created the STEPS program this year to help 
TANF eligible families by providing training, access to job seeker 

services and personal and professional development. 
 
To accommodate increased demand among our families, the center has aggressively 
sought to secure needed space to accommodate increased demand. We fully anticipate 

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :  

GWIN Story 1-2 

Haiti Updates 2 

News You Can Use 3-6 

Statewide Events 7-

11 

  

http://goodworksindiana.blogspot.com/2010/01/armies-of-compassion-chapter-5-edna.html
http://goodworksindiana.blogspot.com/2010/01/armies-of-compassion-chapter-5-edna.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_POulQGEzq8U/S2BmY_vC8ZI/AAAAAAAACUA/gn5z6bg0mRo/s1600-h/ednamartinchristiancenter2.jpg


Page 2 

FRIDAY NIGHT FACTS 

acquisition of new facilities in early 2010. The added space not only enables EMCC the ability to 
serve more students comfortably, we can expand our overall family scope as we can further attract 
families in need. Moreover, the center has engaged in an exhaustive strategic planning and  
development process that has resulted in the securing of highly qualified staff to better address client 
needs, and clearly defined outcomes for service delivery. 
 
Now here's one story from this army of compassion: 
 
Stacy Miller and Brandy McNairy (two single mothers, two daughters between them, with Brandy 
expecting).  EMCC  began working with these two moms over the summer for Strategies To  
Empower and Promote Success (STEPS) programming. As a result of their entry and adherence to 
program requirements, EMCC provided the two full summer program scholarships for their  
children, in addition to utility assistance while they completed the more intensive aspects of their 
training.  
 

That relationship continues today as the two are training and assisting with the  
intention of joining the Center’s food service staff for all programming; including after 
school, in which their kids continue to participate. Ironically, each are parents of children 
that attend schools that EMCC has solidified significant partnerships. At EMCC the moms 
are encouraged, and in fact assisted in taking on greater parent roles in their schools, 
while adding an important parental element to our youth programming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haiti Earthquake Response 2010 -  From our partners in the field 
 

www.volunteermedics.org      

 

 Many people from around the country and the world have done many great things to aid and assist the 
Haitian survivors and we are pleased to be able to have done what we are able to do. We are not the  
biggest or the best but we join with other organizations and teams to make the most of our efforts. At two 
of our collections points we have more good loads of materials that can go a long way to those who suffer.  

  
Thanks to all who have done anything and let's pray that we are not next here in the USA. These are the 
most horrid of all disasters as they strike without warning and the aftermath is in many ways proves more 
severe to those who survive than the initial event. Most of us are just scraping by ourselves but we could 
not ignore what we know has happened!   

 

" I know that I can not do everything therefore I must not refuse to do what I know that I' am able to do "  
  
Volunteer Medics Worldwide  
 
For the network… 
 The region's worst earthquake in more than 200 years struck Haiti on the afternoon of Jan. 

12. Fatality estimates now may reach more than 200,000, with untold numbers critically  

injured. The quake left this already poverty-stricken country without electricity or phone  

service, with little food and water, and with its tenuous infrastructure reeling. 

 

 William Rutherford, MD, an assistant professor of Clinical Emergency Medicine, who is  

medical director of the Emergency Department at IU Hospital, is in Haiti. Rutherford has 

been doing work in Haiti for about 20 years through Lifeline Christian Missions. His wife, 

Linda Rutherford, serves alongside him, assisting with crowd control and preparing surgical 

instruments. 

 
 He began sharing his experience with friends and colleagues via e-mail. You can follow his 

postings on a blog site called “Messages from Haiti” by clicking here:  

http://www.volunteermedics.org
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 Please join us! 

What: Learn About Funding and Resources to Help Your Organization  
Feed Hungry Children This Summer  

Target Audience: Corporation for National and Community Service  
Grantee Organizations, State Commissions, Sub-Grantees and Service Sites, CNCS Staff, 

VISTA Sponsors, Educational Institutions and Interested Non-Profit and  
Faith-Based Organizations  

Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2010 
Time: 11:00am-12:00pm EST 

 

Registration Link: http://vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/17fb9g426e9 
Description: Each summer, 18 million students are at risk of going hungry when the school year 
ends and school lunches are no longer available. For many children, school meals are the only  
complete and nutritious meals they eat, and in the summer they go without. This summer, the 
need will likely increase. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) can help to fill the summer 
meal gap for low-income children. Faith-based, community and private non-profit organizations 
can make a difference in the lives of hungry children by serving meals with SFSP, a federally 
funded program administered by states that reimburses organizations for meals served to  
children during the summer. Schools, churches, recreation centers, playgrounds, parks and camps 
can serve meals in neighborhoods with high percentages of low-income families. These venues are 
safe and familiar locations where children naturally congregate during the summer. There are two 
ways to get involved with SFSP. Your organization may become a SFSP site where meals are 
served, or a SFSP sponsor that both serves meals and keeps track of the accounting and  
paperwork. Sponsors are reimbursed for all meals served that meet USDA’s nutrition standards. 

Join us to learn more and hear the benefits to being a part of the Summer Food Service Program! 

Already working with SFSP?: We want to hear from you! If you are already participating as a  
sponsor or a site, and would be willing to share your story on a live webinar or a webcast recording, 
please contact Emily Buckham Buday, USDA FNS Outreach Strategist, at 
Emily.buckham@fns.usda.gov. 

 

Participation: This session will be available via Microsoft Office LiveMeeting (Webinar) and is free 
for all participants. You will need access to a phone line and a computer with internet access for this 
webinar. To participate, please complete the online registration. Further information will be  
forthcoming to registered participants. You must register to receive additional information. 

Other Webinar Sessions: If you are interested but unable to attend this session, please note there 
are three sessions being conducted for the general public that anyone is welcome to attend. Please 
go to the online registration site to register for one of these sessions. These sessions will also be 
recorded and available at a future date for on-demand viewing from the USDA FNS website. 

Additional SFSP Information: Additional information on the Summer Food Service Program can be 
found on the USDA Food and Nutrition Service  
Website: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer/ 

If you have any questions, please contact:  Emily Buckham Buday Outreach Strategist 
Emily.buckham@fns.usda.gov 703-605-0772 

http://vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/17fb9g426e9
mailto:Emily.buckham@fns.usda.gov
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer/
mailto:Emily.buckham@fns.usda.gov
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Friday, January 29, 2010 

Media Contact: 
Mark Hayes 

mark_hayes@lugar.senate.gov 

 

  Lugar, Bennett Seek Expansion of Summer Feeding Program  
 

U.S. Sen. Dick Lugar and Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Bennett are asking for         
organizations to sponsor the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) in the 25 Indiana Counties 
where it currently does not operate. The SFSP feeds low-income children in the summer months 
when school is not in session. 

 

“Hunger does not stop simply because the school year ends. The need to feed youth in the  
summer is a nationwide problem and it is clear we have a proven method. Additional sponsors 
are needed to increase the availability of nutritious meals to underprivileged children in Indiana 
this summer,” Lugar said. “I encourage potential sponsors to attend the Indiana Department of 
Education training workshops.” 
 

With the help of its more than 200 sponsors last year, the SFSP provided on average 55,000 free 
meals and snacks each day to low-income children 18 and under in Indiana.  “I encourage all  
Hoosier organizations that are able to get involved in the Summer Food Program,” Bennett said. 
“By serving as a sponsor for this program, you are giving a student a nutritional meal during those 
summer months that will allow them to return to school ready to devote their full concentration 
on learning.” 
 

The Indiana Department of Education will host training workshops for sponsors around the state. 
For additional information or to attend a workshop, please contact Julie Sutton or Tina Skinner at 
the Indiana Department of Education at (800) 537-1142 or  
 jsutton@doe.in.gov / tskinner@doe.in.gov. 

 

In 1999, Lugar authored the SFSP pilot program (“Lugar Pilots”) to simplify the reimbursement 
process for community centers wanting to supply children with government funded lunches.  
Indiana was one of the original 13 eligible states for this program.During consideration of the 
Child Nutrition Reauthorization Bill that passed in November 2003, Lugar worked to expand this 
program to an additional six states. The Fiscal Year 2006 appropriations bill added 7 more states 
to the program. The FY 2008 omnibus appropriations bill included Lugar’s legislation to expand 
this program nationwide and sponsors in all states will be reimbursed for meals served under the 
Summer Food Service Program using the simplified reimbursement process.  

 

The SFSP is a federally-funded program operated through the U.S State Department of  
Agriculture and administered by the states, which reimburse organizations for providing  
nutritious meals to eligible children during the summer.Sponsors include schools, summer camps, 
community centers, and other organizations that focus on the well-being of children and families. 
For more information on the SFSP, go to: www.doe.in.gov/food/summer/welcome.html. 
 

mailto:mark_hayes@lugar.senate.gov
mailto:jsutton@doe.in.gov
mailto:tskinner@doe.in.gov
http://www.doe.in.gov/food/summer/welcome.html


Page  5 

FRIDAY NIGHT FACTS 

 
 

INNOVATIONS IN LOCAL PUBLIC FINANCE WORKSHOP Ball State Indianapolis Center – 

February 25th 
 

This workshop helps unravel the mystery of the tax structure changes and will provide tips on understanding 

this changing landscape of Indiana public finance.  During this half-day workshop, learn how Indiana 

municipalities are financed and discover alternatives to property taxes. 
 

For more information or to register: 

http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/bbc/training/localfinancewrkshop.aspx 
 

You will learn how: 

 *   Indiana communities are funded and sustained 

 *   Local Option Income Taxes (LOITS) work 

 *   To determine ways to increase revenues and/or decrease the cost of providing services 
 

Location: Ball State University 

Date: Thurs, Feb. 25th, 9am to Noon 

Cost: $45 

To Register: Please fill out our online registration form 

http://eventpayment.bsu.edu/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x927361fc 
 

Please contact Sarah Yeager syeager@bsu.edu or call (765) 285-2773 for more information. 

SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT (SHRM) Ball State University Muncie, IN 

– March 6, 20, April 3, 17 
 

Ball State University’s Building Better Communities and the Society for Human Resources Management 

(SHRM) is offering professional development in human resource management. 
 

The SHRM Learning System Course provides participants with an overview of key areas in human  

resource management, and human resource professionals will be able to earn credits toward PHR/SPHR  

recertification or university credit. 
 

The program is divided into six modules: 

•         preparing for HR certification institute exam 

•         workforce planning and key legislation employment 

•         human resource development 

•         total rewards 

•         employee and labor relations 

•         risk management 
 

In addition, participants will receive SHRM Learning System Course workbooks, PowerPoint slides,  

flashcards and access to the SHRM Learning System Web site. 
 

Select the option that fits your needs: 

1)    Completely Online 

Cost:  $995 

Location: Self-paced available anytime 
 

2)    Combination In-class Instruction 

Date: March 6, 2010 

Date: March 20, 2010 

Date: April 3, 2010 

Date: April 17, 2010 

Cost: $1,195 

Location: Muncie, IN 

Cost: $1,195 Please contact Krista Flynn at (765) 285-5679 for more information. You may also see us on                           

the www.bsu.edu/bbc/SHRM 

http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/bbc/training/localfinancewrkshop.aspx
http://eventpayment.bsu.edu/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x927361fc
mailto:syeager@bsu.edu
http://www.bsu.edu/bbc/SHRM
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GREEN AMBASSADOR CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 
Ball State Indianapolis Center – March 25th 

 

A one-day program designed to help you, your business, and/or your community becomes lead-
ers in  
sustainability. 
 

Ball State professors and local experts will present the following topics: 
 

 *   Sustainability 101 
 *   Sustainable Reporting 
 *   Renewable Energy 
 *   Local Foods 
 *   Lifestyle 
 *   Outdoors 
 

Location: Ball State Indianapolis 
Date: March 25th 9 am – 5 pm 
Cost: $150, Indiana-grown lunch included. 
 To register online go to: 
http://www.bsu.edu/indianapoliscenter   or call (317) 822-6167 
 

The Indiana Department of Education/Learn and Serve Indiana  

Program is accepting applications to engage students in academic  

service-learning. Service-learning is a teaching strategy that  

combines service to the community with classroom curriculum that  

supports students in “learning by doing.”  

 

An Intent to Apply is due electronically to Andrew Conway (aconway@doe.in.gov) by March 12, 

2010.  For more details, visit the Learn and Serve Indiana website at:   

http://www.doe.in.gov/servicelearning/ 

FREE HELP:  Low-Income Kids and Cash for College  
 

Free help in filling out the FAFSA document - which is required to 
receive state, federal and private college financial aid - will be 
offered at regional sites across Indiana. 
 

"College Goal Sunday" will be held February 21, 2010, at 2p.   
Financial aid officers from dozens of Indiana colleges and  
universities will be available at 37 sites across the Hoosier State, 
providing free assistance in filling out the FAFSA document. 

 

Parents and students should bring the same documents and information used to complete their federal 
tax return.  The completed FAFSA will then be submitted on-line, and families will start receiving specific 
financial aid offers within two weeks. 
 

Find a "College Goal Sunday" site near you:  http://www.collegegoalsunday.org 
Free info on how to find money for college:  http://www.triptocollege. org 

http://www.bsu.edu/indianapoliscenter
mailto:aconway@doe.in.gov
http://www.doe.in.gov/servicelearning/
http://www.ne16.com/t/11457113/268739572/1037/0/
http://www.ne16.com/t/11457113/268739572/14071894/0/
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Help benefit the Lupus Foundation of America, Indiana  
Chapter at the Indiana Ice's annual "Key Bank Pack the House for 

Charity" event on Sunday, February 28 at Conseco  
Fieldhouse.  The game starts at 3:00 pm 

Tickets are just $9 or $15. 
 

For every ticket you purchase, $5 will go back to the LFA, Indiana Chapter to fund our  
Living Well with Lupus Symposiums and other statewide outreach and  

educational programs. In addition, the LFA can qualify for grant money from the Ice's  
BigFoot Foundation based on selling different levels of tickets.  

So join us, bring your family and friends, and enjoy a night of family fun while you help the 
LFA!  

 
To purchase tickets, please go to  

http://marketmail.sportsfansusa.com/indianaice/groups/LFA. 
Our Group ID is Lupus. 

 
 

You can also purchase tickets by calling the Indiana Ice office at 317-925-4423 and say that 
you are with the Lupus Foundation of America, Indiana Chapter. 

 

http://marketmail.sportsfansusa.com/indianaice/groups/LFA
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